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Analysis of the poem “ The Unknown Citizen”
A number of governments tend to dedicate the monuments to the kings and heroes as opposed to the ordinary people. While in the poem "The Unknown Citizen" by Auden, the state decides to erect a monument to the man who has been living ordinary life. According to the sound and the images in the poem, it is evident that the man is being celebrated since  "served the Greater Community" (Auden 5) fully and in all the aspects of love without questioning the oppressive leadership. 
 The narrative arrangement of the poem put a lot of emphasis on bow the government or the state cares only about the behavior of the citizens as opposed to the man. The persona, which is proxy of the government just knows the deceased man through the reference number JS/07/M/378. As opposed to the dramatic monologue, there is no link to the dead in the poem - the persona is impersonal and cold.  While the persona says that the man  "in the modern sense of an old-fashioned word . . . was a saint," (4) his assessment just comes out from the  "reports on his conduct" (3) collected from "Bureau of Statistics" (1) as opposed to direct contact between the persona and the citizen. Instead of reading the eulogy of the deceased man, the persona decides to give the analysis of the behavior of the man to find out whether it us coinciding with the regulations of the state. The poem takes the personality of the citizen to be unimportant. The state does not put into consideration whether or noy the deceased man   "was popular with his mates and liked a drink" (13) provided that he "wasn't a scab or odd in his views" (9). It is indeed crucial that the "reactions to advertisements were normal in every way" (15) and  "he held the proper opinions for the time of year" (23-24) as if he used to be "free" and "happy" (27). If the poem is a dramatic monologue, the reader can know more concerning the emotions and thoughts of the citizens but through the cold narration they can only know that the government wants the citizens to live a caged, banal and controlled life without causing any trouble. 
The poet uses sound to reveal that the unknown person used to live an ordinary life that had been sanctioned by the state. In the entire poem, the persona repeatedly employs a very simple rhyme "Except for the War till the day he retired/ He worked in a factory and never got fired" (6-7) for example so as to explain the existence of the deceased man. Over and again, the persona shifts the rhyme scheme between aabb and abab a technique which shows how the persona is changing the topic without explaining the crucial information concerning the deceased man. The rhyme of persona indeed shows the banality of the life of the citizen. For example, the readers learn that the mab "was fully insured" (16) and that "he was once in hospital but left it cured" (17). The interruption of the rhyme scheme shows that the life of the citizen was ordinary and regular a symbol that he  "wasn't a scab or odd in his views" (9).
In conclusion, the imagery used in the poem shows that the man used to serve the government and he was given a reward to encourage other citizens. The poet points out that the officias in the government were not complaining at any given moment "no official complaint" (2) concerning  the deceased man and that "in the modern sense of an old-fashioned word, he was a saint" (4). As opposed to the citizens who used to opposed the government, the deceased man used to be rarity in all that he did  "in everything he did he served the Greater Community" (5). It is indeed ironicall that despite the effort of the man in obeying and serving the government, his monument is not dedicated to his name but to a reference number, "To JS/07/M/378 / This Marble monument is Erected by the State." 
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